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Changing Vietnamese community
-From the perspective of the lifeworld of youth gathering
at the Catholic church in Nagasaki-
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This article clarified the characteristics of the Vietnamese
community that has formed within the Catholic church in
Nagasaki, an area with few immigrants.

The number of immigrants in Japan exceeded 2.9 million as of
the end of 2019, and among them, Vietnamese youth are
remarkably increasing.

There 1s a certain number of Vietnamese gathering at Catholic
church for masses in Vietnamese language on a regular basis. As
a result, a community has been formed. On the other hand, it has
been pointed out that foreign technical interns tend to have
difficulties in forming communities and networks with Japanese
because they are expected to return to their home countries.
Their stay in Japan i1s short, and they lack Japanese language
skills.

In the main body of this article, the country of Vietnam was
overviewed, following the review of the settlement process of
Vietnamese refugees who were the forerunners of immigrants in
Japan. Then, topics about the current increase in Vietnamese
youth immigrants, the past perceptions of immigrants and their
communities and the religious background of Vietnamese
immigrants were discussed.

This article focused on the community formed by Vietnamese
youth. The process of community creations and function were
analyzed and their multi-layered network in Nagasaki were
discussed. We pointed out that the community creation process
among the Catholic church is characterized by the capacity to
transform variably as the location of the host church of the
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Vietnamese mass, the core of the community change.

This community has the aspect of a closed ethnic community
that has a function of an attribution to Vietnamese and an
ethnic embodiment. However, it was found that the closed
community was transformed into an open community by
building a relationship with the host society.

Furthermore, backgrounds of each Vietnamese community
members were examined, and it revealed that they weave a
multi-layered network to compose their lifeworld. A social
networking service (SNS) is an important tool in this context,
and the lifeworld of Vietnamese youth presented a different
aspect from the one in which they were regarded as mere
‘labor force’.






