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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics and future challenges of Japan-China urban
city interactions, using Hefei (China)-Kurume (Japan) International Friend City as a case study. How
the difference of Power between local and central government in Japan and China influence the local
cities enrolls in the international character will be revealed in this paper. The different central-local
power dispatchment between two countries shall influence the local cities’ movement, and we will
clarify the significance and future challenges of cultural interactions beyond state relations.

The abstract of the paper are as follows.

In Chapter 1, the current situation and changes of Japan-China international friendship cities, the
reasons for their affiliation, the main organizations involved in the interactions of international
friendship cities between the two countries, and the history of international cultural interaction
between the two countries after the WWII are summarized.

Chapter 2 focused on the characteristics of the friendship city between Kurume and Hefei, based on
the half-century of communication between the two cities from the signing of the agreement to 2021,
and examines the quantitative and qualitative changes in communication as Japan-China relations
moves from coordination to becoming rivalry in East Asia.

In Chapter 3, the management system, and the contents of international friendship interactions
between Kurume City and Hefei City are discussed. The Kurume City Japan-China Friendship
Association, which was established for the designated purpose of "Japan-China friendship", plays an
important role in connecting the two cities. Also, as a regional international communication
association, the Kurume Tourism and Convention International Association draws its international
strategy correlated the City’s international layout. On the other hand, we pointed out that there were
no organization for international exchange that allows citizen to participated in by their own free will
in Hefei City.

In Chapter 4, the results of a questionnaire surveying the citizens of Hefei on their awareness of the
"Friendship City Agreement" with Kurume are discussed. The result shows that the exchanges are
limited to two local and regional governments, with lacking the participant of citizens.

As mentioned above, this paper examined the connections of Japan-China relations and international
culture exchanges, and the ties of International Friend City between two countries. Taking the Kurume

City and Hefei City as an example. The half-century of exchange between the two cities, examined in



this paper, shows where the complementary relationship between national relation and cultural
exchange lies. The paper points out that cultural exchange between the cities continued even as China-
Japan relations changed, although the economic positions of Japan and China were reversed. To
stabilizing the ever-changing China-Japan relations, the future challenge is to ensure a sustainable
development for cultural exchange and beyond, also, the cooperative relationships in other areas are

required in the nearest future.





