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This thesis examines the trajectory of the late Kaz Suyeishi, a Japanese American Atomic
Bomb Survivor in the United States (hereafter collectively named as American survivors) who
died in 2017 by employing the life history method. In the U.S., where the Atomic Bomb Myth
remains entrenched, her life has evolved over a long period, from a period of "silence" about
her A-bomb experience to an appeal for "denuclearization." This thesis aims to shed light on
the causal relationship between the experiences that impacted her life and brought about such
a transition.

At first, a chronology was created to reconstruct her 90-year life by utilizing personal
life documents (such as letters, memoirs, and diaries written by the deceased, public documents
such as newspaper articles and documents preserved by the related organizations, and video
interviews). The collected materials vary widely. It contains valuable primary documents such
as the Committee of Atomic Bomb Survivors in the United States of America's (CABS)
statement to Presidents Ford and Carter regarding the relief of American survivors and the
correspondence from the Department of State.

As far as is currently known, there were at the most 1,000 A-bomb survivors in the U.S.
However, they remained silent for a long time due to the complexity of their social and
historical circumstances. It was not until around 1970 that American survivors began to engage
in full-fledged social activities. Although they suffered from A-bomb diseases during the years
of silence, only a handful of American Survivors were willing to take action to improve their
status. One person who made a prominent contribution was a woman named Mrs. Suyeishi.
Initially, she gave her A-bomb testimony to help American survivors. However, she ultimately
testified in pursuit of a non-nuclear world.

As a result of sorting and analyzing Mrs. Suyeishi's life reconstructed from all kinds of
available collected materials, the transitions of her behavior and A-bomb testimonies at several
milestones have been identified. This research divided her 90-year life into four periods: (1:
from her birth to the end of the 1960s; 2: the 1970s; 3: the 1980s; and 4: from the 1990s onward
until her death) and analyzed and considered them according to the transitions that arose. In
each period, special attention was paid to "stories with repetition" by examining how she
discusses the topic, and her "personal time" (time that contains events of special meaning in an
individual's life, as defined in this research) was identified. After revealing her "personal time"
for each period, impact analysis was conducted to examine what kind of "personal time" and




social and historical events in the U.S. and the world (external environment) propelled Mrs.
Suyeishi from "silence" to becoming involved in the "anti-nuclear movement," and to explore
the causal relationship between them. To this end, this thesis developed the following research
question: "What kind of 'personal time' existed in Mrs. Suyeishi's life, and how did it impact
and change her life from thereon?" The answers were explored by employing the
aforementioned life history method using archival materials.
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The results revealed that Mrs. Suyeishi's “personal time” until the late 1960s included
(A): the experience of the atomic bombing in Hiroshima, the language used by a Caucasian
man that reminded her of her war experiences in Hawaii, where she studied abroad, prolonged
illness due to exposure to the A-bomb, high-priced medical bills and denial of health insurance,
marriage to a Japanese American, awareness of her identity as an American, discrimination
against the Japanese American community, and a lack of understanding and indifference toward
the American survivors both in the U.S. and the Japanese American community.

In the 70s, her “personal time” included (B): meeting with Dr. Thomas Noguchi, a
Japanese American doctor, interactions with other American survivors, joining the Committee
of Atomic Bomb Survivors in the United States of America (CABS), sponsorship of American
survivors by the Japanese American community, failure of the effort to petition the U.S.
government to enact a medical relief program for American survivors, and the onset of the
government of Japan’s support for American survivors.

In the 80s, her “personal time” included (C): giving up on the demand for the U.S.
government to enact a relief act, the beginning of peace-oriented A-bomb testimony activities
for the American public, a television interview with Paul Tibbets, the death of her husband, the
growing concern about radiation risks in the U.S. following the Three Mile Island nuclear
accident (1979), the rise of the anti-nuclear movement in the U.S. and around the world in the
wake of the U.S.-Soviet nuclear arms race, and the remarkable success of the Redress
Movement in the Japanese American community.

As for the final period that composes Mrs. Suyeishi's life, her “personal time” from the
1990s to her death in 2017 included (D): the end of the Cold War, the era of nuclear
disarmament, a change in the affiliated organization from CABS to the American Society of
Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb Survivors (ASA), A-bomb testimony as an American
responsibility, A-bomb testimony as everyone's grandmother, and the commencement of full-
fledged support for overseas A-bomb survivors by the government of Japan.

This thesis finally examined the impact of "personal time (A), (B), (C), and (D)" on Mrs.
Suyeishi's life to clarify the overall research question: "What kind of 'personal time' existed in
Mrs. Suyeishi's life, and how did it impact and change her life from thereon?" “Personal time
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(A)” led to her and the American survivors’ "silence" over the A-bomb experience. “Personal
time (B)” resulted in the impact of "breaking the silence of A-bomb experiences" in her life
and started her A-bomb testimony to "appeal to the U.S. government for relief for American
survivors. ‘“Personal time (C)” impacted Mrs. Suyeishi's decision to pursue her A-bomb
testimony to the American public as an American. Lastly, this paper concluded that “Personal
time (D)” made an impact on her getting involved with "non-nuclear activities through her A-

bomb testimonies," which she had refused to do in the past. Although the author of this thesis




only focused on one personal history, by offering a window into the life of one of the more
prominent American survivors in postwar America, the research findings ultimately contribute
to a better and more extensive understanding of the whole picture of American survivors, and

therefore can be viewed as an indispensable piece.






