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Offenders Rehabilitation and Religion: A Case Study of Christian NPO

O D

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the role of religion in modern Japanese
society by investigating the background of religion's involvement in social activities to
support the recovery of offenders and juvenile delinquents (offenders’ rehabilitation)
and the characteristics of the activity.

It is often said that Japanese have generally no religion and tend to avoid getting
involved in "religion", but religion has long been involved in social activities in the area
of welfare, where public support systems are inadequate. And in recent years, a new
research field called "social contribution of religion" is being established, triggered by
the support activities by religious people, religious organizations, and other
organizations with ties to religion at the time of the Great East Japan Earthquake. In the
new field, there is a lot of discussion about the role of religion in the "public sphere,".
In addition, in Japanese society, where the distinction between "religious" and "secular"
is not as clear as it is in Western societies, there has been a re-examination of theories
about a relationship between religion and society.

In recent years, the recidivist rate as a percentage of the total number of crimes
has been increasing. Therefore, the prevention of re-offending is recognized as an
important issue in modern Japanese society, and systems are being put in place to solve
this problem. Offenders and juvenile delinquents do not have a place to live in society
after their release from prison, and as a result, they may not be able to connect to
appropriate support, which may lead them to re-offend. For such people, offenders’
rehabilitation facilities operated by Juridical Person for Offenders Rehabilitation have
played a central role. However, as the capacity of these facilities has reached its limit, a
system of the half-way house that can be operated by a variety of private sector
organizations, including NPOs was established in 2011. Under these circumstances,
religious NPOs have become involved in offenders’ rehabilitation support. However, as
information on half-way house is in principle private, previous research is extremely
limited, and the involvement of religious NPOs remains unclear.

Based on the above, this study investigated the background and characteristics




of the activities of the half-way house run by the Christian NPO "Olive House" in
Kumamoto Prefecture by interview survey, observing Sunday services, and analyzing
monthly magazines. From the results of the survey, I analyzed the role of religion in
modern Japanese society.

The background to the establishment of "Olive House" is the director's
experiences that are conversion in prison, and his encounters with prisoners who are
estranged from their families because of long-term imprisonment. In addition to
providing basic rehabilitation support such as housing, meals, and employment
assistance, "Olive House" holds Sunday services as a "Bible study to change a mind".
At the Sunday Services, the director advises participants, quoting from the bible. These
are helpful for them to live a better life. The purpose of the Sunday service is not to
increase the number of believers and proselytize, but to lead the people to rehabilitation
by allowing them to self-reflect.

Although "Olive House" 1is a religion-related organization, external
organizations do not refuse to associate with "Olive House" because of this. Actually,
“Olive House” associate with a variety of organizations including other rehabilitation
support groups, medical and welfare institutions, human rights advocacy groups, and
the media. Further, the external organizations consider "Olive House" as an
organization with a homey atmosphere. The activities of "Olive House" may appear to
the outside to be very religious, but "Olive House" is located where the two realms: the
independent realms of religious activities and offenders’ rehabilitation support
activities, overlap.

Religions have played a central role in actively providing support in cooperation
with public institutions in areas where many issues and problems cannot be
compensated by public support. Although based on the conservative doctrine of
evangelicalism, "Olive House" is an example of an open social activity that is not
limited to believers. It can also show how religion is involved in Japanese society where
the boundary between "religious" and "secular" is vague.

There are many half-way houses in Japan. This is just one case study, and there
were limitations in generalizing the characteristics and significance of the involvement
of religion in offenders’ rehabilitation support. In the future, I will expand the research
focus and deepen the study on the significance of the involvement of religion in
offenders’ rehabilitation support. In addition, I would like to conduct research focusing
on evangelicals which are, while conservative, engage in social activities that are not
limited to believers, and to clarify some aspects of the international religious network of
evangelicals regarding offenders’ rehabilitation support.




