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The Catcher in the Rye is considered as one of the most brilliant novels of the 20th century.
Regardless that the novel is not as popular as before in its birthplace the U.S., it is gaining its
popularity in China and is being read by many young Chinese readers.

This study aims to find out the reason why the American novel The Catcher in the Rye is popular
in China and liked by many Chinese young readers. To reveal the reading mode of The Catcher in
the Rye in China, this study examines how the novel is accepted and interpreted in the U.S. and
Japan and discusses the translation of the novel, the social condition of China and Chinese young
readers’ views about the novel.

This study examines how The Catcher in the Rye is interpreted in China in relation with the
Chinese context and finds that Chinese readers who dissatisfied with the reality in China, especially
young people resonate with the feelings of the novel’s protagonist Holden, especially his resistance
to the society and his helplessness. Reading the novel, many Chinese young people feel that they are
just like Holden.

This study compares the reading mode of The Catcher in the Rye in the U.S., Japan and China and
reaches the conclusion that young people in China read the novel not because they want to get a
picture of the society of the U.S., but because Holden speaks out for those young Chinese who

cannot directly and radically speak their dissatisfaction with the society in which they live.






