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Abstract

The objective of this study i1s to explore the possibilities and challenges of
implementing the aspect of "plurilingualism as a wvalue" in Japan.
Plurilingualism is considered an individual capability and a set of values
necessary for realizing multilingualism in society. Proposed by the Council
of Europe in 2001, discussions on the potential and challenges of
plurilingualism have also taken place in Japan. This research, as a
two-stage case study focusing on practices outside the school setting,
addresses a gap in previous studies by examining the Hippo Family Club
and its members. The analytical framework encompasses three
perspectives: lifelong learning, majority privilege, and the hidden
curriculum. Initially, the historical development of Hippo's plurilingual
activities is examined, tracing the transition from monolingualism to
plurilingualism. The current system is then analyzed, revealing equitable
treatment of languages including Japanese and English, diversification of
homestay experiences, and the establishment of "egalitarian relationships"
among participants. Subsequently, the practices and awareness of members
related to "plurilingualism as a value" are investigated using interview
data. Individual experiences and the associated perceptions vary, yet a
commonality emerges in the acquisition of the language of others,
particularly when individuals, as language majorities, learn the language of
minority speakers, embodying the essence of "plurilingualism as a value."
Based on the research findings, identified points are those: (1)
Strengthening plurilingualism outside the school setting, (2) Integrating
lifelong learning perspectives with the "hidden curriculum", (3) Language
majority's second language choices (with a focus on neighbors' languages),
(4) Methodologies for plurilingual acquisition (5) Methods to evaluate and

promote "plurilingualism as a value."






