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Social Contribution Activities of Religion in Modern Japanese Society:
4 A Case Study of Children's Canteen Activities in Omura City, Nagasaki
Prefecture -

Abstract of the Thesis
This research focuses on the "Omura Children's Canteen" held in religious facilities, aiming to
elucidate the role religion plays in contemporary society and the role that society expects from
religion.

Despite Japan often being described as "non-religious" with a tendency towards skepticism of
religion, religious organizations are actively involved in social activities and address a variety of
societal issues. Particularly in the post-war era, with the decentralization and privatization of social
welfare, there has been an increase in opportunities for religious organizations and related entities to
participate in the non-profit and voluntary sectors. There is also heightened demand for public
service from religious corporations receiving tax benefits, leading religious groups and individuals
to focus on social contribution activities. Consequently, discussions on the role of religion in the
"public sphere" and research on the "social contribution of religion" have intensified, primarily
based on the assumption that religion can contribute positively to society. However, the reverse
perspective of the role that society demands from religion has not been sufficiently explored.

Moreover, with the deepening of societal issues such as social division, the weakening of
interpersonal relationships, and the decline of local communities, there is a growing need for an
examination of the role that religious facilities play. While the involvement of religious facilities in
children's canteen and community canteen initiatives, as well as disaster prevention and mitigation
activities, is garnering attention, academic discourse on these subjects is lacking. Additionally,
initiatives such as children's canteens are carried out through the cooperation of various individuals
and organizations, including local residents, neighborhood associations, local governments, social
welfare councils, and NPOs, highlighting the need for a clearer understanding of the relationship
between religious facilities, children's canteens, and local communities.

Addressing these issues, this study investigates children's canteen activities held at religious
facilities, focusing on their specific activities and their interactions with other religious entities. By
doing so, it aims to reconsider the role that religious facilities play in society and the role that society
expects from religion, re-examining the relationship between "religion" and "society." This is an
attempt to move beyond the traditional assumption of religion contributing to society and to explore
the role of religion from a new societal perspective.

The "Omura Children's Canteen" is an organization in Omura City, Nagasaki Prefecture, aimed at
supporting children facing poverty, operating once a month. Its main activity is providing curry
meals, with the occasional distribution of life support materials. Its representative, Mr. Tasaki, has
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gained experience organizing events in various locations and has identified that religious facilities
such as the Kakomachi Catholic Association and Omura Shoboji Temple, deeply rooted in the
community, fulfill three vital roles: the convenience of location for gatherings, free provision of
facilities as economic support, and promoting social interaction with a low threshold, becoming
central venues for their activities.

In this research, participant observation was conducted, primarily focusing on activities held at
Shoboji Temple. The study has uncovered the extended role of religious facilities as places and their
synergistic effect with the activities of the Omura Children's Canteen, based on event content,
participant observations, and interviews with Mr. Tasaki and Ms. Nagano, the temple steward of
Shoboji Temple.

It is expected that religious facilities in contemporary Japanese society transcend being mere
places of faith to providing practical solutions to social issues and functioning as cultural centers
open to local communities. The role that religious facilities are expected to play in modern society
involves seeking practical solutions to societal challenges and being an indispensable element in
building a sustainable society.




