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Summary of Thesis Content

Thesis Title:A Study on the Entrepreneurial Activities of Vietnamese Residents in Japan:A
Case Study of Ethnic Business Clusters in Ikuno Ward, Osaka City

Name: Zhu Yongming

This thesis examines ethnic business clustering among Vietnamese residents in Japan through
fieldwork conducted between 2024 and 2025 in the Shin-Imazato area of Ikuno Ward, Osaka
City, with the aim of clarifying the characteristics of their entrepreneurial activities and the
role of migration experiences in entrepreneurship.

Using qualitative methods—primarily participant observation and semi-structured interviews
with entrepreneurs and employees—the study analyzes how post-migration life histories and
social networks are mobilized as entrepreneurial resources from a micro-level perspective.

The findings reveal that Vietnamese entrepreneurial activities in Shin-Imazato emerge through
the multilayered embeddedness of local structural conditions and individual migration
experiences. Historically shaped as an area of Korean settlement, Shin-Imazato has been
reorganized through the inflow of newcomer migrants, where low rents, vacant properties,
transport accessibility, and support resources have fostered clusters of small-scale Vietnamese
businesses that function as hubs for daily life support and information exchange. Case analyses
further show that migration experiences—ranging from pre-arrival preparation and early
education and employment to side businesses—are sequentially linked to capital acquisition,
site selection, and customer formation. Overall, entrepreneurship is understood not as a single
decision but as a cumulative, stage-based process in which human capital and social
relationships formed before and after migration are reorganized and embedded within a
specific local space. While this study contributes by conceptualizing Vietnamese
entrepreneurship as a four-stage migration process, it is limited by its focus on younger
entrepreneurs, early business stages, and entrepreneurs’ perspectives, pointing to the need for
future research incorporating broader generational comparisons and longitudinal approaches.
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